IITs, other institutions in 18 states to help implement clean air programme

The institutions which have been made a part of the National Knowledge Network (NKN) are IITs of Delhi, Kanpur, Madras, Bombay, Roorkee, Guwahati, Hyderabad and Tirupati. Apart from IITs, institutes like PGl Chandigarh and Bose Institute
Kolkata are also a part of the NKN which will act as a knowledge partner to the NCAP..
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People try to cover their faces as dust blows due to traffic movement in the area around Trilokpuri road which is falling into disrepair and adding to air pollution, in New Delhi (Raj K Raj/HT PHOTO)

In its battle against bad air quality in the country, the government has launched a national knowledge network comprising IITs and other institutes to support the national clean air programme (NCAP) aimed
at reducing air pollution by 20-30 per cent in the next five years.

The institutions which have been made a part of the National Knowledge Network (NKN) are IITs of Delhi, Kanpur, Madras, Bombay, Roorkee, Guwahati, Hyderabad and Tirupati. Apart from IITs, institutes like
PGI Chandigarh and Bose Institute Kolkata are also a part of the NKN which will act as a knowledge partner to the NCAP.

“Successful implementation of the NCAP will rely on a robust coordination by a strong knowledge network which will support the NCAP where needed. “Institutions of higher learning with strong research
expertise in air quality, civil/mechanical engineering, environmental sciences, public health were identified as knowledge partners for State Pollution Control Boards to deliver on the objectives of the NCAP,”
said an official source.

The National Knowledge Network was kicked off at an event in Lucknow inaugurated by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday.

Air pollution is a growing concern as it impacts the country’s public health, crop vield, weather, climate, ecosystems and heritage. While poor air quality is a global problem, the country faces a high disease
burden with swathes of population living in places with high particulate matter, that causes both acute and chronic health impacts.

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched the NCAP in January this year with an objective to reduce air pollution by 20-30 per cent in the next five years, considering 2019
as the baseline. An umbrella alliance of IITs and other universities has been created across 18 states in the country with IIT-Kanpur designated as the national nodal institution and its Professor Sachidanand

Tripathi appointed as the national nodal faculty for this network.

Speaking at the launch, Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar said, “We have tightened emission norms for industry. We are also going ahead with BS-VI (compliant vehicles) across the country from
April 2020 and are moving ahead on electric vehicles. “T hope that the ongoing partnership will fast track the air quality management efforts and we will be able to see further results in a defined time period.”
Environment Secretary C K Mishra said for the success of NCAP, a science backing was required.

“There are two critical pillars for the success of NCAP. One that the plans are city specific and practical, and second that the implementation is backed by science. The setting up of the knowledge network will
provide science based action and make sure we succeed in implementation of the national clean air programme,” Mishra said.

The conference was attended by international experts and organisations like the United Nations Environmental Program {(UNEP), World Bank as well as state pollution control board member secretaries and
faculties from participating educational institutions. The event was the first of its kind where national and international experts converged along with implementation bodies for knowledge sharing, towards
the joint goal of fighting air pollution in India.

Specifically laying out a vision for clean air in lower temperature, 5 P Singh Parihar, Chairman, Central Pollution Control Board, sought solutions from the NKN to help dissipate high levels of air pollution in
north India.

“I hope that the NKN will provide both knowledge and meaningful actions towards cleaning the air in India,” Parihar said.

Highlighting the importance of the NKN, Professor Tripathi said that integration of higher learning institutions in planning, implementation and monitoring of air pollution across the country will be an
important support to NCAP. He said the technical institutes will offer organised assistance in monitoring, identifying sources, and prioritizing action towards air quality management and will play the
necessary supporting role by providing regular inputs to state pollution control boards and work towards a systematic reduction of pollution sources across key cities.

First Published: Oct 16, 2019 08:56:42

tags

ir Peliution




Outlook

15 October 2019 | Newsscroll

Air pollution: IITs, other institutions in 18 states to
help implement NCAP as knowledge partners
ENV-NCAP NETWORK

New Delhi, Oct 15 In its battle against bad air quality in the country, the
government has launched a national knowledge network comprising IITs and
other institutes to support the national clean air programme (NCAP) aimed at

reducing air pollution by 20-30 per cent in the next five years.

The institutions which have been made a part of the National Knowledge
Network (NKN) are IITs of Delhi, Kanpur, Madras. Bombay. Roorkee.
Guwahati, Hyderabad and Tirupati. Apart from IITs, institutes like PGI
Chandigarh and Bose Institute Kolkata are also a part of the NKN which will
act as a knowledge partner to the NCAP.

"Successful implementation of the NCAP will rely on a robust coordination

by a strong knowledge network which will support the NCAP where needed.

"Institutions of higher learning with strong research expertise in air quality,
civil/mechanical engineering, environmental sciences, public health were
identified as knowledge partners for State Pollution Control Boards to deliver
on the objectives of the NCAP." said an official source.

The National Knowledge Network was kicked off at an event in Lucknow
inaugurated by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday.

Air pollution is a growing concern as it impacts the country”s public health,

crop yield, weather, climate, ecosystems and heritage.

While poor air quality is a global problem, the country faces a high disease
burden with swathes of population living in places with high particulate

matter, that causes both acute and chronic health impacts.

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
launched the NCAP in January this year with an objective to reduce air
pollution by 20-30 per cent in the next five years, considering 2019 as the

baseline.

An umbrella alliance of IITs and other universities has been created across 18
states in the country with IIT-Kanpur designated as the national nodal
institution and its Professor Sachidanand Tripathi appointed as the national

nodal faculty for this network.

Speaking at the launch, Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar said,
"We have tightened emission norms for industry. We are also going ahead
with BS-VI (compliant vehicles) across the country from April 2020 and are

moving ahead on electric vehicles.

"I hope that the ongoing partnership will fast track the air quality
management efforts and we will be able to see further results in a defined

time period."

Environment Secretary C K Mishra said for the success of NCAP, a science

backing was required.

"There are two critical pillars for the success of NCAP. One that the plans are
city specific and practical, and second that the implementation is backed by

science. The setting up of the knowledge network will provide science based
action and make surc we succeed in implementation of the national clean air

programme,” Mishra said.

The conference was attended by international experts and organisations like
the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP). World Bank as well as
state pollution control board member secretaries and faculties from

participating educational institutions.

The cvent was the first of its kind where national and international experts
converged along with implementation bodies for knowledge sharing, towards

the joint goal of fighting air pollution in India.

Specifically laying out a vision for clean air in lower temperature, S P Singh
Parihar, Chairman. Central Pollution Control Board. sought solutions from
the NKN to help dissipate high levels of air pollution in north India.

"T hope that the NKN will provide both knowledge and meaningful actions

towards cleaning the air in India." Parihar said.



Highlighting the importance of the NKN, Professor Tripathi said that
integration of higher learning institutions in planning, implementation and
monitoring of air pollution across the country will be an important support to
NCAP.

He said the technical institutes will offer organised assistance in monitoring,
identifying sources, and prioritizing action towards air quality management
and will play the necessary supporting role by providing regular inputs to
state pollution control boards and work towards a systematic reduction of
pollution sources across key cities. AG AG SMN SMN
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Yogi Adityanath (Mangj Yadav/Hindustan Times)
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Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath Appeals To
Farmers Not To Burn Stubble As It Harms

Environment
By IANS
October 15, 2019 at 10:46 AM

Uttar Pradesh (UP) Chief Minister (CM) Yogi Adityanath on Monday (14
October) appealed to the farmers not to burn stubble or crop residue in the
fields as it has an adverse impact on the environment. He was speaking at a
workshop on the National Clean Air Programme organised at the Indira

Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow.

"There is a need to create awareness on this issue. By burning crop residue
you take away the rights of the animals who do not get their share of fodder
due to stubble burning. This practice also kills the friendly bacteria and fungi
present in the soil. Thus stubble burning damages not only the environment
but also the fertility of the soil,” Adityanath said.

Adityanath said attempts should be made to promote technigues among
the farmers that the stubble is converted into organic fertilizer. "Over the
years, environmental pollution has emerged as a serious global problem.
Love for nature and use of technology can help overcome this problem,” he
added.

He said his government conducted a successful experiment with waste
management during the Kumbh Mela (religious gathering) this year at

Prayagraj, which was lauded the world over.
"If the government makes a planned and concerted effort to fight pollution,

we can definitely achieve success”, he said.

The ban on single-use plastic is a part of this planned and concerted effort

by the government, Yogi said.
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LUCKNOW: With stubble burning season upon the state which leads to an imm air pollution levels during winter, chief minister Yogi Adityanath has appealed
to farmers to not burn stubble in fields this vear.

“Due to stubble burning, animals do not get their rightful share of fodder and the practice also kills friendly bacteria and fungi present in abundance in the soil. This practice

permanently damages the environment and fertility of the soil,” the CM said while addressing a workshop on National Clean Air Programme on Monday. Stubble burning is a
common problem encountered in states like Punjab, Haryana and UP from October onwards which contributes to a sharp increase in levels of toxic particulate matter in the
air.

Yogi also announced that the government would be setting up river management centres at nine locations to monitor water pollution. These centres, to be managed by the UP
Pollution Control Board, will be set up at Agra to monitor the Yamuna, at Ghaziabad for Hindon, Jhansi for Betwa, Gorakhpur for Ghagara, Rapti and Aami, Moradabad for
Ram Ganga, Meerut for Kali, Lucknow for Gomti and Sai rivers, Ayodhya for Tamsa and Saryu and at Varanasi for the Ganga and Varuna rivers. Talking about ways in which
to control pollution, the CM said techniques which would convert stubble into organic fertilizer should be promoted to discourage its burning. “Concerned departments must
spread awareness among the farmers regarding the issue,” he said, adding that if nature is exploited excessively, people will fall prey to the “wrath of nature”. He said: “This
is the reason that environmental pollution has emerged as a serious global problem. Love for nature and use of technology can help overcome this serious issue.”

Banning single use plastic in the country, the CM said, was a move in this direction, adding that effective planning was required to control pollution.
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Yogi appeals to farmers to avoid burning stubble

Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday appealed to farmers not to burn stubble or crop residue in the fields as it has an adverse impact on the environment He was speaking at a.
Updated: Oct 14, 2019 20:03:49
By HT Correspondent
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday appealed to farmers not to burn stubble or crop residue in the fields as it has an adverse impact on the environment.

He was speaking at a workshop on the National Clean Air Programme organised at the Indira Gandhi Pratishthan in Lucknow.

“There is a need to create awareness on this issue. By burning crop residue, you take away the rights of the animals who do not get their share of fodder due to stubble burning. This practice also kills the
friendly bacteria and fungi present in the soil. Stubble burning damages not only the environment but also the fertility of the soil,” the chief minister said.

Adityanath said attempts should be made to promote techniques among the farmers so that the stubble was converted into organic fertilizer.

“Over the years, environmental pollution has emerged as a serious global problem. Love for nature and use of technology can help overcome this problem,” the chief minister added.

“Protection of the environment has been our tradition because of which India can lead others on the global issue of global warming and pollution. But if nature is excessively exploited, we ourselves will fall
prey to the wrath of nature,” he said.

He said his government conducted a successful experiment with waste management during the Kumbh Mela this vear at Prayagraj, which was lauded the world over.

“We successfully experimented with waste management and uninterrupted flow of the Ganga during the world’s largest religious event Kumbh in Pravagraj. The divinity, magnificence and cleanliness of the
Kumbh was appreciated all over the world. This proves that the problem of pollution can be overcome to a large extent if we make a planned effort,” the chief minister said.

The manner in which the state government had controlled the number of deaths caused by encephalitis was an example of inter-departmental coordination, he said.
He exhorted government offices, such as pollution control board and its allied agencies, to act as facilitators. He laid stress on the use of cheaper technology.

“We have found that industries install sewage treatment plants (STPs) but release the effluent at night after switching off the plant as they cannot afford the electricity bill. This was revealed after we installed
CCTV cameras. Hence, the need is to make technology cheaper and also make people aware,” the chief minister said.

SWACHCH VAYU APP LAUNCHED
Chief minister Yogi Aditvanath on Monday launched the mobile app swachch vayu, which can enable people to find information on air pollution and also on measures that can prevent pollution.
The app will enable individuals to upload pictures and details if they find anyone polluting the air. All such instances will be monitored by the agencies concemed.

First Published: Oct 14, 2019 20:09:49
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'Environment Protection Our Tradition: UP CM Adityanath
Appeals to Farmers to Avoid Burning Crop Residue

PTI | Updated:October 14,2019, 2:14 PM IST 0 (wp | @

File photo of UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Monday appealed to the farmers of the state

to avoid burning crop residue as its damages the environment.

He asked the departments concerned to create awareness among the farmers about the ill-effects of
stubble burning. "Animals do not get their rightful share of fodder due to stubble burning. The practice
also kills the friendly bacteria and fungi present in abundance in the soil. Thus stubble burning
permanently damages the environment and fertility of the soil,” Adityanath said.

He was addressing a workshop on National Clean Air Programme organised at Indira Gandhi
Pratishthan here.

He said attempts should be made by the departments concerned to promote techniques among the
farmers that the stubble is converted into organic fertilizer."Owver the years, environmental pollution has
emerged as a serious global problem. Love for nature and use of technology can help overcome this
serious problem,” the chief minister said.

"Environment protection has been our tradition,” he added. Adityanath said his government



"successfully" experimented with waste management during the religious event, Kumbh.

The divinity, magnificence and cleanliness of Kumbh was appreciated all over the world. This proves
that the problem of pollution can be overcome to a large extent if we plan effectively," he said in a
statement issued by the government.

Get the best of News18 delivered to your inbox - subscribe to News 18 Daybreak. Follow News18.com on
witter, Instagram, Facebook, Telegram, TikTok and on YouTube, and stay in the know with what's
happening in the world around you — in real time.
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